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Auburn Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2016 
 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Regular Members present: Mia Poliquin-Pross, Robert Bowyer, Ken Bellefleur Presiding, and 

Evan Cyr. 

 

Regular Members absent: Marc Tardif, Dan Philbrick and 1 vacancy 

 

Associate Members present: Elaine Wickman and Nathan Hamlyn 

 

Associate Members absent: None 
 

Also present representing City staff: Douglas Greene, City Planner  

 

Chairperson Bellefleur called the meeting to order and stated any action on the minutes would be 

moved to the end of the meeting. He also mentioned that both Elaine Wickman and Nathan 

Hamlyn would be acting as full voting members for this meeting. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS & NEW BUSINESS: 

A. St. Dominic Academy Ballfield Project- 121 Gracelawn Road- Special Exception and   

Site Plan Review 

(04:40 on DVD) 

Douglas presented the staff report via Power Point. 

  

Robert Berry, III, Owner/President and P.E of Main-Land Development Consultants, Inc. and his 

colleague Robert Lightbody, P.E., were in attendance along with Frank Crabtree, P.E. from 

Harriman Associates and Carl Young of Saint Dominic Academy. Mr. Berry spoke briefly about 

the project and responded to questions from staff and Board members. 

 
(17:40 on DVD) 

A motion was made by Evan Cyr and seconded by Mia Poliquin Pross to approve the Special 

Exception and Site Plan request of Main-Land Development Consultants, Inc. on behalf of the 

Roman Catholic Bishop of Portland, the Ball Field Project at Saint Dominic Academy located at 

121 Gracelawn Road as it meets both the requirements of Special Exception and Site Plan review 

and the approval is contingent upon the conditions presented in the staff report dated May 10, 

2016. After a vote of 6-0-0, the motion carried. 

 

B. Auburn Lewiston YMCA Ballfield Project- 590 North River Road- Special Exception 

and Site Plan Review 

 

Douglas presented the staff report via Power Point. 
 

(27:40 on DVD) 
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Chris Branch, P.E. from Sebago Technics and Steve Wallace, Executive Director of the 

Auburn/Lewiston YMCA added to the presentation. They answered questions from the Board 

members regarding parking, entrances and abutter notifications. 

 
(49:40 on DVD) 

A motion was made by Mia Poliquin Pross and seconded by Robert Bowyer to approve the 

Auburn Lewiston YMCA Ballfield Project at 590 North River Road finding that it meets the 

requirements of Special Exception Law Section 60-1336 and Site Plan Law Section 60-1277 and 

approving the waiver request pursuant to Site Plan Law Section 60-1276 and subject to the 2 

conditions as outlined in the staff report dated May 10, 2016. After a vote of 6-0-0, the motion 

carried. 

 

A discussion ensued amongst Board members and staff regarding the Development Review 

Application and what applicants are required to submit when coming before the Planning Board.  

 

MINUTES: 

April 12, 2016 Meeting Minutes Approval Request 

 
(1:07:15 on DVD) 

Evan Cyr noticed an error on his last bulleted comment located on the 3
rd

 page of the minutes 

and a suggestion was made to remove “per foot” from his comment.  

 

A motion was made by Evan Cyr and seconded by Robert Bowyer to approve the April 12, 2016 

meeting minutes as amended. After a vote of 6-0-0, the motion carried.  

 

C. Staff report on Planning Board CIP and Work Plan recommendations to the City 

Council Community and Economic Development Committee (4/21) 

 

Douglas went over what had transpired during the April meeting of the Economic & Community 

Development Committee. A lengthy discussion ensued amongst Board members and staff 

regarding, among other things, the City’s CIP process and issues of designing urban streets. 
 

(1:32:45 on DVD) 

D. Short Staff Presentation on New Urbanism 

 

Douglas mentioned that he and Mayor Labonte had attended a summit on New Urbanism in 

Providence, Rhode Island. He said he thoroughly enjoyed it and encouraged Board members to 

continue getting more educated on the subject. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

A.  Continued Discussion of Student Representative to the Planning Board 

Board members went over the draft that was before them and some suggestions were made to 

finalize the document.  

 
(1:49:20 on DVD) 



May 10, 2016 - Auburn Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

RMR (Pending approval)  Page 3 of 3 

 

A motion was made by Mia Poliquin Pross and seconded by Nathan Hamlyn to approve the final 

draft as amended. After a vote of 6-0-0, the motion carried.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS:  

A.  Staff updates 

Douglas spoke about the following: 

 

 Build Maine Conference - happening at the Bates Mill #1 in Lewiston on Wednesday, 

June 23
rd

 and Thursday, June 24
th

. He stated all Board members were invited to attend 

free of charge as the City of Auburn was a sponsor of the Conference. 

 

 The New Auburn Riverway Greenway Plan is moving forward. He urged Board members 

to attend a public meeting that was being held at the St. Louis Church on May 19
th

 at 6:00 

p.m. 

 

 The 2
nd

 and final reading of the Form Based Code was occurring at the City Council 

meeting on Monday. He did not anticipate any problems with it being adopted. 

 

 A new member was selected for the Planning Board by the Board Appointment 

Committee. Doug said the appointment did not become official until the City Council 

approved the selection. A discussion ensued amongst Board members and Staff regarding 

status at which a new member is appointed, whether it is as an Associate member or a 

Full member. 

 

 Next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for June 14. There are 3 plans that will be 

coming before the Board. 

 

 
(02:01:06 on DVD) 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Evan Cyr and seconded by Mia Poliquin Pross to adjourn.  After a vote 

of 6-0-0, the motion carried.  

 


