City of Auburn, Maine

“Maine’s City of Opportunity”

Office of Planning & Permitting
April 23, 2013
Dear Property Owner,

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published revised floodplain maps for
Androscoggin County in June of 2012. As a result, proposed floodplain designations for some properties
in Auburn were reclassified on the draft maps. Some properties now fall within a more stringent
floodplain zone, while others may have been removed from previously identified floodplain areas. One
substantial change is an approximately 1 foot lower flood elevation around Taylor Pond. This letter is
being sent to you because City records indicate that you own property that is currently mapped as being
located within or proposed to be mapped within the 100-year flood zone. Last summer a notice was
sent to property owners and was followed by a number of public meetings to provide local comments
and information for FEMA to consider in revising the maps. Those maps have been finalized by FEMA
and will become effective in July 2013. The next phase of this process is for local adoption of the flood
maps by the City. If we wish to continue to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
the local adoption of the maps is mandatory. This letter is being sent to over 1400 property owners.
Due to the large number of property owners we have created a web page to help you access the
information you need to determine how the map changes affect your property (ies).

The proposed FEMA Flood Insurance Rate (FIRM) maps are posted for viewing on the City’s website at
http://www.auburnmaine.gov/Pages/Government/Floodplain-Info-. The directions on that site will help
you search for your property and compare the current flood map to the proposed flood map.  There is
also a spread sheet with the changes to each property estimated based on mapping information. We
made every effort to provide an accurate analysis on that list, but property owners need to view the
maps to be sure of the changes. The maps may also be accessed in the City’s Planning and Permitting
Department, located on the 1st floor of Auburn City Hall between 8am and 4:30pm, M-F. If the maps
indicate that the floodplain is close to any structures on your property you are encouraged to view the
official paper copies of the maps. Additional information and resources are also linked to the web page
to help answer any questions.

FEMA published notices in the local newspaper as required by law, but City Council and staff wanted to
mail an additional notice ensure awareness of the changes. FIRMs are used to determine if flood
insurance is required for loans and to set insurance rates. The City of Auburn participates in the NFIP to
ensure that property owners have access to the Federal Insurance Program. The City also participates in
the Community Rating System program to allow for discounted insurance rates throughout the City by
meeting Federal flood damage prevention and education requirements.

60 Court Street e Suite 104 ¢ Auburn, ME 04210
(207) 333-6600 Voice e (207) 333-6601 Automated e (207) 333-6623 Fax
www.auburnmaine.gov



The process for the current and final phase of the map adoption process will be as follows. You are
invited to participate in any of the public meetings or contact the Planning and Permitting Office or State
Floodplain Management Program Office for information or questions.

Eric Cousens, Director of Planning and

Permitting Sue Baker, CFM, Program Coordinator
Auburn, Maine 04210 207-287-8063
(207) 333-6601, ext. 1154 sue.baker@maine.gov

ecousens@auburnmaine.gov

May 2, 2013 at 6PM

Community Room, 2™ Floor of Auburn City Hall, 60 Court Street Auburn, Maine 04210

Joint Auburn/Lewiston and surrounding communities of Androscoggin County Public Outreach Meeting
hosted by State and FEMA Staff to cover the following topics and answer questions:

e Insurance availability and policy changes e Floodplain map availability
e Community resilience and hazard mitigation e Letters of Map amendment

May 14, 2013 6PM _Auburn Planning Board Meeting
City Council Chambers at Auburn City Hall, 60 Court Street, Auburn Maine 04210

Public discussion and public hearing regarding proposed floodplain zoning map changes and forward a
recommendation to the Auburn City Council.

May 20, 2013 5:30PM City Council Workshop

City Council Chambers at Auburn City Hall, 60 Court Street, Auburn Maine 04210

Workshop with Council to discuss the proposed maps and the Planning Board Recommendation. This is
just an introduction to the subject and no action expected at this meeting. Workshops don’t provide an
opportunity for public input but the meeting following the workshop at 7pm will have an open session
for anyone wishing to speak to the Council.

June 3, 2013 7pm City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers at Auburn City Hall, 60 Court Street, Auburn Maine 04210

The Council will discuss the proposed maps and the Planning Board Recommendation. This is a public
reading and public input is requested from anyone wishing to speak to the Council about this subject to
help the Council make a decision.

June 17, 2013 7pm City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers at Auburn City Hall, 60 Court Street, Auburn Maine 04210

The Council will discuss the proposed maps and the Planning Board Recommendation. This is a second
and final public reading, public hearing and public input is requested from anyone wishing to speak to
the Council about this subject to help the Council make a decision.

Please feel free to call or email Sue Baker or myself with any questions.

Sincerely,

a_éCU‘/y\/\/

Eric Cousens, City Planner / Director of Planning and Permitting
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