
Map & Ordinance Text Amendments 
Related to Lake Auburn Watershed

Chapter 60, Article XII, Division 4
Planning Board Workshop 09/10/2024

Farming & Agriculture



Agenda

1.) Why more changes?

2.) Definitions for Agricultural and Forestry Uses  (Text Changes/Additions)

3.) Fertilizers and Pesticides (Text Additions)

4.) Erosion Control, Tree Clearing and Forestry (Text Changes/Additions)

5.) Map of 250’ Setback to lake, pond, stream, brook, or NWI wetland.



Why More Changes?

• January 2024; CC, Order 04-01022024 City Manager to direct staff to work 
with the Lake Auburn Stakeholders Group. (AG working group, Sustainability, 
and Natural Resources Board, LAWPC, PB members, and public stakeholders) 
met in a public setting over 10 times from Jan-July to discuss and identify 
continued concerns and processes related to ordinances that protect Lake 
Auburn and its watershed. 

• September 2024; CC, Order XX-09032024: Initiating ordinance amendments 
process to Division 4 Lake Auburn Watershed District focus on agriculture 
and forestry.  

• Update definitions: to agricultural use, animal units, clearcutting, invasive 
species, livestock, NRCS, NWI, fertilizer, pest, pesticides, poultry, soil test, 
summer dormancy, tillage, Total N.

• Allows farming in the watershed with defined safe boards for water quality 
protections. (waste and nutrient management plans with required buffers)

• Requires existing farms to comply with obtaining waste or nutrient 
management plan that raise livestock or poultry by June 30, 2027 regardless 
of size.

• Set limits on animal and poultry animal units. 

• Tillage setbacks from 100’ to 250’ (Map Developed)

• Manure spreading prohibited, language for manure storage BMPs  

• Guideline for fertilizer and pesticide use and applications. 

• Clearcutting limited to 2 acres on a 20-acre tract. 

• Clearcutting is limited 25% of the lot on 20-acres or less. 

• Added state forestry BMP language for tree clearing and state requirements 
for harvesting in the SLZ. 

• Adopted “Rule 20” by the MFS policy under the Maine Forest Practices Act 
legislation. 

Source Water Protection for the Auburn and Lewiston Community. 
That’s our drinking water!

Right to food. All individuals have a natural, inherent and 
unalienable right to save and exchange seeds and the right to grow, 
raise, harvest, produce and consume the food of their own choosing 
for their own nourishment, sustenance, bodily health and well-being, 
as long as an individual does not commit trespassing, theft, poaching 
or other abuses of private property rights, public lands or natural 
resources in the harvesting, production or acquisition of food.



Division 4. Definitions 
• Update definitions: to agricultural use, animal units, clearcutting, invasive species, livestock, 

NRCS, NWI, fertilizer, pest, pesticides, poultry, soil test, summer dormancy, tillage, Total N.



Farming in the Lake Auburn Watershed

• Allows farming in the watershed 
with defined safe boards for water 
quality protection. (waste and 
nutrient management plans by 
NRCS with required buffers-250 
Feet)

• Requires existing farms to comply 
with obtaining waste or nutrient 
management plan that raise 
livestock or poultry by June 30, 
2027 regardless of size and crop 
farms over 1,000 SF. 

• Removes hobby farms. 
• Approvals are required by LAWPC, 

City Staff, and NRCS input. 



Set Limits on Animal Units In the Watershed  

(60-2) Farm, livestock, means any parcel of land that contains at least the following 
land area used for the keeping of horses, mules, donkeys, cattle, goats, sheep, swine 
and similar-sized animals for the agricultural use of the residents of the lot, provided 
that there is a minimum of 1 acre of land as required by Chapter 8 Animals and 
adequate land area is provided for each animal unit, excluding water bodies of one-
quarter acre surface area or larger:

1. Cattle: One bovine animal unit per acre of cleared hay-pasture land.
2. Horse: 1.5 animal units per acre of cleared hay/pasture land.
3. Sheep: Three animal units per acre of cleared hay/pasture land.
4. Swine: Two animal units per acre of cleared land.

Other livestock farms: The required lot size shall be determined by municipal officer 
charged with enforcement and shall conform to the lot size for similar sized animals.



Division 4 Buffers
Tillage setback of 250’ from Natural Resources. 



Division 4. Lake Auburn Watershed Overlay District Cont. 
Manure storage 
requirements.



Division 4. Lake Auburn Watershed Overlay District Cont. 
Guideline for fertilizer and pesticide use and applications. 



Division 4. Lake Auburn Watershed Overlay District Cont. 
• Clearcutting limited to 2 acres on a 20-acre tract. 

• Clearcutting is limited 25% of the lot or 2 acres, whichever is less on lots less than 20-acres.
• Added state forestry BMP language for tree clearing and state requirements for harvesting in the SLZ. 

• Adopted “Rule 20” by the MFS policy under the Maine Forest Practices Act Legislation. 


