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City Council Ordinance 

Ordinance 01-012125 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

Be it ordained, that THE COUNCIL of the City of Auburn hereby amends Chapter 2, 
“ADMINISTRATION,” of the "Code of Ordinances of the City of Auburn, Maine" as follows 
(additions are underlined; deletions are struck out); 

                                                        CHAPTER 2 – ADMINISTRATION  

ARTICLE VI. – FINANCE 

DIVISION 3.  IDENTITY THEFT PROGRAM 

Secs. 2-557—2-574. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 4. PROPERTY TAX ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

Sec. 2-557.  Purpose 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a program to provide property tax assistance pursuant to 
Chapter 907-A of Title 36 of the Maine Revised Statutes to qualifying persons 65 years of age and over 
who reside in the City of Auburn. 
 
Sec. 2-558. Defini�ons 
Homestead: A homestead is a dwelling owned or rented by the person seeking tax assistance  
under this Ordinance or held in a revocable living trust for the benefit of that person. The  
dwelling must be occupied by that person as their permanent residence. 
 
Qualifying applicant: A qualifying applicant is a person who is determined by the Program Administrator 
or her/his designee, a�er review of a complete applica�on submited under Sec�on 2-561 of this 
Ordinance, to be eligible for a payment under the terms of this Ordinance. 
 
Program Administrator: The person designated by the city manager to administer the Property Tax 
Assistance Program. 
 
Property Tax Assistance Program: The program established by the City of Auburn under this ordinance,   
 
State of Maine Residents Property Tax Fairness Credit Program: The property tax credit established by 
the State of Maine pursuant to Chapter 822, §5219-KK of Title 36 of the Maine Revised Statutes. 
 
Sec. 2-559. Crea�on of the Program Fund 
The City Council may annually appropriate funds for the Property Tax Assistance Program. The  
Program Administrator shall determine the total amount of property tax assistance sought by qualified 
applicants.  
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If funds appropriated by the City Council are less than the amount for which applicants are eligible under 
the terms of this ordinance, then funds shall be propor�onally disbursed. The Program Administrator 
shall calculate a difference ra�o between the fund appropria�on and the total amount of tax relief being 
sought by qualified applicants. This ra�o shall be used to adjust each individual benefit for the qualified 
applicants. If a lack of funding results in no payment or less than the full payment to a qualifying 
applicant, the request will not carry over to the next year. 

Sec. 2-560. Criteria for Par�cipa�on 
To qualify for the Property Tax Assistance Program, an applicant shall demonstrate all 
of the following: 

a. The applicant shall be 65 years of age or more by the last day on which an applica�on may be 
filed under Sec�on 2-561 of this Ordinance.

b. The applicant shall have been a resident of the City of Auburn with a Homestead therein for the 
ten years immediately preceding the last day on which an applica�on may be filed under 
Sec�on 2-561 of this Ordinance.

c. A property owner applicant shall have a homestead exemp�on benefit, in accordance with Title
36 M.R.S. Sec. 681-689, already established on the property upon which the dwelling is located.

d. The applicant has received a tax credit under the provisions of the State of Maine Residents
Property Tax Fairness Credit Program for the previous income tax year.

e. The federal adjusted gross income of the applicant and any other adult members of the
applicant’s household combined (total household income) does not exceed the current city’s
median household income as determined by the United States Bureau of the Census, or, if
recent census data is not available, by another source that the Program Administer deems
reliable and accurate.

f. The applicant or any member of the household did not receive, nor is eligible to receive, rental
assistance programs which include federal, state, or local ini�a�ves.

g. Property taxes for the immediately preceding fiscal year and all past property taxes have been
paid in full for the subject property.

Sec. 2-561. Applica�on and Payment Procedures 
Persons seeking to par�cipate in the Property Tax Assistance Program shall submit an annual applica�on 
due to the Program Administrator no later than April 15th of the year seeking assistance. The Program 
Administrator shall provide an applica�on form for the program, which shall include the applicant’s 
name, homestead address and contact informa�on.  

At the �me of applica�on, applicants must provide adequate evidence of eligibility. The Program 
Administrator shall review and determine if the applica�on is complete and accurate and if the applicant 
is eligible to par�cipate in the Program. The Program Administrator shall no�fy an applicant if an 
applica�on is determined to be incomplete. The Program Administrator’s decision on eligibility to 
par�cipate in the Program shall be final.  
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Sec. 2-562. Determina�on of eligibility and amount of eligibility  
If the Program Administrator determines that the applicant is eligible to par�cipate in the Program, 
he/she shall determine the amount of the benefit that the applicant is eligible for, subject to the 
following eligibility requirements: 

a. The amount of benefit shall be equal to the credit that the applicant qualified for under
the State of Maine Residents Property Tax Fairness Credit Program, not to exceed
$1,000.00, provided that the benefit when combined with the State of Maine Property
Tax Fairness Credit received by the applicant shall not exceed the applicant’s gross
property tax or rent; and

b. The actual benefit paid shall be prorated based on available monies in the program fund
pursuant to Sec�on 2-559.

Sec. 2-563. Timing of Payments 
A person who qualifies for payment under this Program shall be mailed a check no later than September 
1st for the year in which par�cipa�on is sought. The applicant must  
own or rent the property for use as their homestead at the �me the payment is issued in order to 
preserve qualifica�on. 

Sec. 2-564. Limita�ons upon payments 
Only one qualifying applicant per household shall be en�tled to payment under this Program  
each year. The right to file an applica�on under this Ordinance is personal to the applicant and  
does not survive the applicant’s death. If an applicant dies a�er having filed a �mely complete  
applica�on that results in a determina�on of qualifica�on, the amount determined by the Program 
Administrator shall be disbursed to another member of the household as determined by the Program 
Administrator in consulta�on with the City Manager. If the deceased applicant was the only member of a 
household, then no payment shall be made under this Ordinance. Payment shall not be made to  
heirs of an applicant who were not residents of the household at the �me the applica�on was  
filed. 

Sec. 2-565. Annual Report to the City Council 
The Program Administrator shall report in wri�ng to the City Council no later than December 31st of  
each year (following the first year of the program) the projected payments, number of eligible applicants 
reques�ng assistance for the program fund, and any surplus or shortage of program funds as described 
in Sec�on 2-559. 

Secs. 2-566—2-574. - Reserved Passed first reading 1/21/25
Passed second reading/public hearing 2/3/25, 7-0.
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IN CITY COUNCIL 

Be it ordained by the Auburn City Council, that Chapter 2, “Administration”, of the City’s Code 
of Ordinances is hereby amended as follows: 

 ARTICLE V. - BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 

DIVISION 9. – HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE 

Sec. 2-842.11. – Established, membership.  

There shall be a homeless committee, which shall be composed of the following 14 15 
members:  

1. A city councilor, nominated by the mayor and appointed by the city council.

2. Nine Ten members to be nominated by the appointment committee and appointed by the
city council.

a. A representative of an organization providing respite services in the city.
b. A representative of an organization providing shelter services in the city.
c. A representative of an organization providing housing services in the city.
d. A representative of an organization providing addiction services in the city.
e. A representative of an organization providing mental health services in the city.
f. A representative of an organization providing veteran services in the city.
f.g. A representative of an organization providing health care services to the homeless.
g.h. A resident of the city with homeless lived experience.
h.i. Two residents of the city.

3. Members ex officio.
a. City public health manager.
b. School Department homeless liaison.
c. Police chief, or a management level officer designated by the chief.
d. Fire chief, or a management level officer designated by the chief.

Sec. 2-842.12 - Term of Members.  
All appointed members of the homelessness committee, other than the city councilor who 
shall serve coterminous with their term of office, shall serve staggered three-year terms from 
the date of their appointment and thereafter until their successors are appointed. At the time 
the initial appointments are made, the city council shall assign each member to a term with 
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two three members appointed to a one-year term; three to a two-year term; and three four to a 
three-year term.  

Sec. 2-842.13 - Officers; rules of procedure; vacancies. 

The homelessness committee shall elect a chair, a vice-chair, secretary, and such other 
officers as it may require. The committee shall develop such rules to govern its meetings and 
operations as it deems advisable. Minutes shall be kept of all meetings. Minutes and agendas 
will be made public through the city's website. Upon the death, incapacity, or removal from the 
city of any member, or if any member shall be absent without excuse for three consecutive 
meetings, the secretary of the board shall advise the city council that a vacancy exists and 
request the appointment of a replacement.  

Sec. 2-842.14 – Duties. 

The purpose of the homelessness committee shall be to advance the city's commitment to 
reducing homelessness by serving as a research, advisory, and advocacy group on 
homelessness within the city.  

Passed first reading 6/16/25, 5-0.
Passed second reading 7/7/25, 6-0.
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