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City Council Order 

RESOLVE 01-03042024

IN CITY COUNCIL 

Resolved, That the Auburn City Council is in receipt of the Planning Board’s request for 
Information on the Delayed applicability date in Ordinance 01-01022024 and in response, 
provides the following information.   

Ordinance #26-11202023 amending the Zoning Map on approximately 60 acres in parts of Parcel ID 289-
001, 289-002, and 277-026 from the Agriculture and Resource Protection (AGRP) zoning district to the 
General Business (GB) zoning district requires additional consideration prior to implementation. There 
are four areas which need further consideration: 

1. The status of the current gravel mining operations, both within and outside of the Lake Auburn
watershed, and future plans for mining operations.

2. Ensuring continued access to the abutting city owned landfill.
3. Whether potential topographical changes caused by development will present a risk to the

drinking water quality.
4. Whether General Business is the appropriate district regulation to be applied, in whole or in

part, to these parcels.

The delayed applicability date would allow the City to consider if there could be amendments to the 
zone and/or agreements with the property owner that could address these concerns and better position 
the parcel for a successful transition from the current use as a gravel mining and processing operation, 
while aligning with the comprehensive plan and public interests. 

For these reasons the Council asks the Planning Board to consider the delayed applicability date 

in Ordinance 01-01022024 to allow the City time to address these concerns and to better position 

the parcels for a successful transition from the current use as a gravel mining and processing operation 

to something that provides greater community benefit and supports the protection of Lake Auburn.   

       Passage on 3-4-2024 6-0 (Councilor Milks absent). 
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RESOLVE 02-03252024 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

WHEREAS, on December 6th, 2021, the Auburn City Council passed a resolve directing elected officials, 

city staff, local businesses, and citizens to align decision making with the goals of Maine Won’t Wait, the 

state’s four-year climate action plan;  

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn has completed the Community Resilience Partnership’s Community 

Resilience Self-Assessment and List of Community Actions, and held a community workshop on March 

19th, 2024, which prioritized the following action areas: 1) Supporting further EV transition with the city 

fleet and public charging infrastructure, 2) Reviewing policies/ordinances to support growth that 

protects natural resources and provides development patterns that minimize vehicle miles traveled 

(VMT), and 3) Assessing pathways for centralized management and coordination of sustainability efforts 

and engagement citywide; 

WHEREAS, planning for community and infrastructure resilience will protect people, preserve 

businesses and the local economy, and reduce the impact and costs of natural disasters and extreme 

weather events; 

WHEREAS, investing in energy efficiency and weatherization improvements is proven to lower municipal 

electricity expenses and make buildings more comfortable for employees and visitors; 

WHEREAS, transitioning municipal fleet vehicles to electric vehicles lowers fuel and maintenance costs 

and reduces the uncertainty of variable fuel prices on municipal budgets;  

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn is prepared to demonstrate leadership in reducing energy use and 

greenhouse gas emissions, and increasing the resilience of people, infrastructure, and businesses; 

WHEREAS, the Community Resilience Partnership provides grants to municipalities and Tribal 

Governments for activities that lower energy expenses, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and increase 

community resilience in alignment with the state’s climate action plan and goals; 

BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Auburn commits to participating in the Community Resilience Partnership, 

which supports community leadership in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and increasing resiliency to 

extreme weather and climate change impacts;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Auburn designates the City Manager, or his/her designee, to 

coordinate planning, implementation, and monitoring of energy and resilience projects and to be the 

primary point of contact to the Community Resilience Partnership. 

 

Passage on 3/25/2024 7-0. 
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City Council Resolve 

RESOLVE 04-05062024 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

Resolved, that the following be, and hereby is the Annual Appropriation and Revenue Resolve 

of the City of Auburn for the fiscal year 2024-2025, which includes the amounts appropriated 

herein and revenues from all sources beginning July 1, 2024, and ending June 30, 2025. 

      The estimated aggregate amount of non-property tax revenue is $67,511,381 with a 

municipal revenue budget of $26,142,646 and a School Department revenue budget of 

$41,368,735. 

      The aggregate appropriation for the City of Auburn is $121,825,948, with a municipal 

budget of $54,256,734 County budget of $3,117,240 and a School Department budget of 

$62,123,472 which received School Committee approval on April 24, 2024, and school budget 

approved at the May 6, 2024 Council Meeting pursuant to the School Budget Validation vote on 

June 11, 2024, in accordance with Maine Revised Statues, Title 20-A § 1486 and based on the 

budget submitted to the Auburn City Council on April 16, 2024, by the City Manager, and 

notification was posted on the City of Auburn website on May 2, 2024 that a public hearing 

would be held on May 6, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. and said hearing having been held on that date, and 

as amended by the City Council, the same is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year 2024-2025 

beginning July 1, 2025 for the lawful expenditures of the City of Auburn and the County of 

Androscoggin taxes, and said amounts are declared not to be in excess of the estimated 

revenue from taxation and sources other than taxation for the fiscal year of 2024-2025. 

SCHOOL BUDGET ARTICLES 

Ordered that the Auburn City Council hereby adopts and approves the following School Budget articles 

for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. 

1. That $ 20,414,118 be authorized to be expended for Regular Instruction;

2. That $ 13,903,945 be authorized to be expended for Special Education;

3. That $-0- be authorized to be expended for Career and Technical Education;

4. That $ 958,221 be authorized to be expended for Other Instruction;
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5. That $ 4,210,854 be authorized to be expended for Student and Staff Support;

6. That $ 1,491,243 be authorized to be expended for System Administration;

7. That $ 2,693,273 be authorized to be expended for School Administration;

8. That $ 2,441,816 be authorized to be expended for Transportation and Buses;

9. That $ 5,293,437 be authorized to be expended for Facilities Maintenance;

10. That $ 10,299,164 be authorized to be expended for Debt Service and Other Commitments;

11. That $ 41,685 be authorized to be expended for All Other Expenditures;,

12. That $ 53,702,850.90 be appropriated for the total cost of funding public education from Pre- 
kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and that
 $ 15,589,989.66 be raised as the municipality’s contribution to the total cost of funding public
education from Pre-kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services
Funding Act in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688;

Explanation: The city’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Pre-

kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding 

Act is the amount of money determined by state law to be the minimum amount that a 

municipality must raise in order to receive the full amount of state dollars.

13. That $1,155,649 be raised and appropriated for the annual payments on debt service previously
approved by the city’s legislative body for non-state-funded school construction projects or non-state-
funded portions of school construction projects, in addition to the funds appropriated as the local share
of the city’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Pre-kindergarten to grade
12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in accordance with Maine Revised
Statues, Title 20-A, Section 15690 (2A) ;

Explanation: Non-state-funded debt service is the amount of money needed for the annual 

payments on the city’s long-term debt for major capital school construction projects that are 

not approved for state subsidy. The bonding of this long-term debt was previously approved by 

the voters or other legislative body. 

14. That $3,795,455 be raised and appropriated in additional local funds, which exceeds the State’s
Essential Programs and Services allocation model by $3,795,455, as required to fund the budget
recommended by the School Committee.
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The School Committee recommends $3,795,455, which exceeds the State’s Essential Programs and 
Services allocation model by $3,795,455. The School Committee gives the following reasons for 
exceeding the State’s Essential Programs and Services funding model: 

The Essential Programs and Services funding model does not recognize all of the costs of special 
education services, transportation services, instructional services, co-curricular services and other 
services that the School Department provides. 

Explanation: The additional local funds are those locally raised funds over and above the city’s 

local contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Pre- kindergarten to grade 12 

as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and local amounts raised for 

the annual payment on non-state-funded debt service that will help achieve the school 

department budget for educational programs. 

15. That the school committee be authorized to expend $61,747,757 for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2024 and ending June 30, 2025 from the city’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education
from Pre-kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act, non-
state-funded school construction projects, additional local funds for school purposes under the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15690, unexpended balances, tuition receipts, fund balances, state
subsidy and other receipts for the support of schools;

16. That the City of Auburn appropriate $375,716 for Adult Education and raise $213,644 as the local share,
with authorization to expend any additional, incidental or miscellaneous receipts in the interest and for
the well-being of the adult education program.

17. That in addition to amounts approved in the preceding articles, the School Committee be authorized
to expend such other sums as may be received from federal or state grants or programs or other sources
during the fiscal year for school purposes, provided that such grants, programs or other sources do not
require the expenditure of other funds not previously appropriated.

18. That in addition to amount approved in the preceding articles, the School Committee be authorized to
transfer up to $150,000 from the School Department’s unexpended balances at the end of the 2023-
2024 fiscal year to the Edward Little High School Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of funding capital
improvement projects, facility upgrades, and plant maintenance at the new Edward Little High School
and adjacent athletic facilities.

19. That in addition to amount approved in the preceding articles, the School Committee be authorized to
transfer up to $150,000 from the School Department’s unexpended balances at the end of the 2023-
2024 fiscal year to the School Technology Equipment Reserve Fund for the purpose of funding purchase
and maintenance of computers, tablets, audiovisual equipment, and related technology for the School
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Department. 

20. That in addition to the amount approved in the preceding articles, the School Committee transfer
$268,000 from Excess Fund Balance Funds to the Curriculum Development Reserve Fund for the
purpose of funding curriculum development materials, equipment, software, and professional
development.

      RESOLVED, The City is authorized to accept grants and forfeitures and to expend sums 

that may be received from grants and forfeitures for municipal purposes during the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2024, and ending June 30, 2025, provided that such grants and forfeitures do 

not require the expenditure of other funds not previously appropriated. 

      RESOLVED, that fifty percent (50%) of all real estate taxes assessed as in the annual 

commitment, committed to the Tax Collector, shall be due proportionately from each taxpayer 

on September 16, 2024, and the remaining fifty percent (50%) shall be due on March 17, 2025. 

      Except as may be provided by resolve regarding payments in accordance with an 

installment payment plan, any real estate taxes remaining uncollected on September 17, 2024, 

and March 18, 2025, respectively shall bear interest at a rate of 6% per annum from and after 

such dates. 

      Personal property taxes shall be due and payable on or before September 16, 2024. Any 

personal property taxes remaining unpaid on September 17, 2024, shall bear an interest rate of 

6% per annum from and after such date. Interest on all delinquent taxes shall be computed on 

a daily basis and shall be collected by the Tax Collector. The Tax Collector is authorized to 

accept tax prepayments. 

Passed first reading/public hearing on 5/6/24 5-2 (Gerry, Weisner opposed).
Passed second reading/public hearing on 5/20/24 5-2 (Gerry, Weisner opposed). 
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IN CITY COUNCIL 

RESOLVED, that the Auburn City Council, in accordance with section 13 of the Auburn Water 
District Charter, hereby grants permission to the Auburn Water (the “Water District”) District to 
issue its bonds and notes in anticipation thereof, referred to herein as the “Water District 
Bonds” in the aggregate principal amount not to exceed $626,939 to purchase a Vactor Truck 
for compliance with EPAs Lead and Copper Rule Revision. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Auburn City Council, that the Water District bonds shall not 
constitute any debt or liability of the City or a pledge of the faith and credit of the City, but shall 
be payable solely by the Water District, and the issuance of the Water District Bonds shall not 
directly or indirectly or contingently obligate the City to levy or to pledge any form of taxation 
whatever therefor or to make any appropriation for their payment. 

             Passage on 5/20/24   7-0.
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RESOLVE 6-07012024

IN CITY COUNCIL 

BE IT RESOLVED, WHEREAS, Lake Auburn is a great pond owned by the State of Maine in trust for the 
benefit of the citizens of the State; and 

WHEREAS, the Maine State Legislature has granted the Auburn Water District and the City  of Lewiston 
the right to draw water from Lake Auburn for the purpose of providing drinking water to the residents 
and other water users within the cities of Auburn and Lewiston; and 

WHEREAS, in 1993 the Auburn Water District and the City of Lewiston entered into an interlocal 
cooperation agreement for the protection of Lake Auburn; and 

WHEREAS, through the 1993 interlocal cooperation agreement the Auburn Water District  and the City of 
Lewiston created the Lake Auburn Watershed Protection Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Lake Auburn Wate Protection Commission receives its general fund budget from the 
Auburn Water District and the City of Lewiston on an equal basis; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Lake Auburn Water Protection Commission is to take reasonable steps to 
protect Lake Auburn from pollution; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Maine Drinking Water Program has, through its statutory authority, defined the 
watershed boundary for Lake Auburn; and 

WHEREAS, the Auburn Water District, City of Auburn, City of Lewiston, and the Lake Auburn Water 
Protection Commission have all adopted the Lake Auburn Watershed boundary as set forth by the State of 
Maine Drinking Water Program; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn has enacted municipal ordinances to create a Lake Auburn Watershed 
Overlay District that conforms to the Lake Auburn Watershed Boundary; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Auburn has enacted municipal ordinances regulating the installation  and use of 
subsurface wastewater treatment systems that are used within the Lake Auburn Watershed Overlay 
District in order to protect Lake Auburn from pollution; and 

WHEREAS, to ensure that subsurface wastewater treatment systems operating within the  Lake 
Auburn Watershed Overlay District are functioning in compliance with City  ordinances, the City of 
Auburn has enacted municipal ordinances that require the owner of the property to have their 
subsurface wastewater treatment system inspected on a  periodic basis by a qualified inspector who 
shall report their findings to the City; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of such inspections may be burdensome to property owners who must have such 
inspections performed; and 

WHEREAS, most residents of the Lake Auburn Watershed Overlay District do not receive  drinking 
water from the Auburn Water District and the primary beneficiary of the  subsurface wastewater 
treatment system inspections performed in the Lake Auburn  Overlay District are the customers of the 
Auburn Water District and City of Lewiston Water Division. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Auburn that, we call upon  the Lake 
Auburn Water Protection Commission to institute a program to perform, without  charge, the 
subsurface wastewater treatment system inspections within the Lake Auburn Watershed Overlay 
District to protect Lake Auburn from pollution and to remove the  burdensome cost from residents 
within the Lake Auburn Watershed Overlay District who do not enjoy the benefit of receiving drinking 
water from Lake Auburn.  

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we call upon the Auburn Water District and the City of Lewiston to 
provide adequate appropriations to the Lake Auburn Water Protection  Commission to fund a program 
to perform the subsurface wastewater treatment system  inspections within the Lake Auburn 
Watershed Overlay District. 

Passed on 7/1/24, 7-0.
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