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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Clint Deschene, Eric Cousens 
FROM:  Dan Stockford, Anne Torregrossa 
DATE:  June 19, 2014 
RE:  240 Hatch Road 
 
 240 Hatch Road (the “Property”) is a six-acre parcel in the Agricultural Zone.  In the 
Agricultural Zone, residential structures are only allowed if they are “accessory to farming 
operations.”  City of Auburn Code of Ordinances (“Auburn Code”) § 60-145(a)(1).  To meet the 
definition of a farm, a parcel must contain more than ten acres, and at least 50% of the annual 
household income must come from agricultural uses.  Auburn Code § 60-2(farm). 
 
 In 1993, the then-owner of the property constructed an unpermitted single family 
residence.  At least 50% of the household income was not from farming operations, and the lot 
did not meet the minimum size to qualify as a farm in any event.  Therefore, the residence 
violated the Auburn Code. 
 
 On April 1, 2014, the City issued a letter to the owner of the property, reminding him that 
the use of the building as a single family residence violated the Auburn Code.  The same day, 
that letter, along with several other documents relating to the property, was recorded in the 
Androscoggin County Registry of Deeds.  Shortly thereafter, the City was approached by a 
potential purchaser.  The purchaser understood that the residence was in violation of the Auburn 
Code and represented that he intended to use the Property for an agricultural use, which would 
cure the violations.  At no time did a representative of the City indicate that the use of the 
Property for a single family residence was allowed. 
 
 Recently, however, the purchaser has indicated that he wishes to demolish the existing 
structure and build, instead, a new single-family residential structure on the Property, with no 
attendant agricultural use.  You have asked whether the City has any obligation to grant him a 
permit to do so. 
 
 As discussed above, single-family residences are not allowed in the Agricultural Zone 
unless they are accessory to a farm use.  The proposed residence would not be accessory to a 
farm use and therefore, is not allowed.  The fact that the City has not taken enforcement action 
against this Property does not change that analysis, particularly in light of the fact that the 
purchaser bought the Property with full knowledge that the existing residential use was illegal. 
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240 Hatch Road Tax Map 
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240 Hatch Road ‐ Zoning 
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